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OVMC Physician Inducted into American Osteopathic Association Hall of Fame
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WHEELING—OVMC Physician, Joseph Dougherty, D.O., was honored recently when he was inducted into the American Osteopathic Association’s Mentor Hall of Fame.

The American Osteopathic Association (AOA), located in Chicago, frequently recognizes members of the osteopathic family for excellence in mentoring osteopathic medical students at facilities across the United States.  Dr. Dougherty serves as Program Director of the Emergency Medicine Residency Program at Ohio Valley Medical Center.

“Dr. Dougherty has been a mentor to me since I started my residency,” said Christopher M. Gooch, D.O. in his nomination of Dr. Dougherty for the prestigious award. “He has improved our residency program every year. Not only does he help the program grow, he helps us grow as individuals.”

Membership into the AOA Mentor Hall of Fame honors members who promote the spirit of osteopathic philosophy, principles and practice to medical students, interns, residents and new-in-practice physicians. 

Individuals who nominate physicians for the award are asked to share experiences based on four criteria: time mentored, mentor qualities, shared activities and adopted mentor characteristics.

“He is honest and caring. He makes learning an active process,” Gooch commented in his application. “He is compassionate about his work. He truly cares for people and it is reflected in the care he provides.”

“Dr. Dougherty will take the time to explain the many facets of emergency medicine,” he added. “He also shows his humanistic side as he helps guide students through the many stresses of residency.”

Its inception in 2002 made OVMC’s Emergency Medicine Residency Program the first Osteopathic program of its kind in the state of West Virginia. Dougherty has been at the helm of the program since July of 2005. The program has graduated eleven residents, ten of which are still practicing in West Virginia.
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CAPTION: Dr. Christopher Gooch, graduate of the Medical Residency Program at Ohio Valley Medical Center is pictured with Dr. Joseph Dougherty, newly inducted member of the AOA Mentor Hall of Fame and Kent LaForme, Administrative Director of Medical Education at OVMC.

